PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
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Today we celebrate the boundless love that God has revealed to
all peoples in the form of Christ Jesus. In that spirit, we humbly
bring before God prayers for the needs of the whole world.

January 6-7, 2018

For the Church around the world, that newcomers and visitors may
always feel welcomed and valued, we pray;
Christ, our Light, hear our prayer!

Mass Intentions:

For nations near and far, that the goodness God has bestowed on
creation may be shared equitably among all peoples, we pray;
Christ, our Light, hear our prayer!
For immigrants, migrants, and refugees, that they may be kept safe
from harm in their travels and made to feel welcome in their new
homes, we pray;
Christ, our Light, hear our prayer!
For those who are looking for answers to questions, problems, or
hardships in their lives, that like the magi, they be guided by the light
of Christ, we pray;
Christ, our Light, hear our prayer!
For those who feel left out and excluded, that they may know the
embrace of God’s welcoming arms, we pray;
Christ, our Light, hear our prayer!

The Living & Deceased Members of
St. Joseph & St. Stephen Parishes
†Bill & Virginia Harris

Penitential Rite
Lord Jesus, you scatter the darkness of sin and death:
Lord have mercy.
…..Lord have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you announce the good news of salvation
to all:
Christ have mercy.
….Christ have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you bring justice and mercy to the world:
Lord have mercy.
…..Lord have mercy.

For all newborn children, signs of hope for the world, and for their
parents and families, we pray;
Christ, our Light, hear our prayer!
For those who have died, especially Peter Kabat and Sadie Behm, that
they may join the heavenly host in proclaiming God’s glory, we pray;
Christ, our Light, hear our prayer!
For the prayers of our baskets, the Living & Deceased Members
of St. Joseph & St. Stephen Parishes, Bill & Virginia Harris, the
Diocesan Annual Appeal, and the continued success of our
Renovation projects, we pray;
Christ, our Light, hear our prayer!
(Pause for silent intentions to be offered from the heart.)

Presider:

All:

Epiphany Of The Lord

O Lord of light, today you have revealed yourself to the world
through your Son. We ask that you hear the prayers that we
make and grant them in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of good
will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory, Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father. Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away the sins
of the world, have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the
world, receive our prayer: you are seated at the right hand of the
Father, have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One, you
alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with
the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.
Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! Your light has come, the glory of the
Lord shines upon you. See, darkness covers the earth, and thick clouds
cover the peoples; but upon you the Lord shines, and over you appears his
glory. Nations shall walk by your light, and kings by your shining
radiance. Raise your eyes and look about; they all gather and come to
you: your sons come from afar, and your daughters in the arms of their
nurses. Then you shall be radiant at what you see, your heart shall throb
and overflow, for the riches of the sea shall be emptied out before you, the
wealth of nations shall be brought to you. Caravans of camels shall fill
you, dromedaries from Midian and Ephah; all from Sheba shall come
bearing gold and frankincense, and proclaiming the praises of the Lord.
The Word of the Lord.
THANKS BE TO GOD!

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
#55, Gather - Psalm 128
Blest Are Those Who Love You

A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Ephesians.
Brothers and sisters: You have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace
that was given to me for your benefit, namely, that the mystery was made
known to me by revelation. It was not made known to people in other
generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets
by the Spirit: that the Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same body,
and copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.
The Word of the Lord.
THANKS BE TO GOD!

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of King Herod, behold,
magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, “Where is the newborn king of
the Jews? We saw his star at its rising and have come to do him homage.” When
King Herod heard this, he was greatly troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.
Assembling all the chief priests and the scribes of the people, he inquired of them
where the Christ was to be born. They said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for
thus it has been written through the prophet: “And you, Bethlehem, land of
Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; since from you shall
come a ruler, who is to shepherd my people Israel.” Then Herod called the magi
secretly and ascertained from them the time of the star’s appearance. He sent
them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search diligently for the child. When you
have found him, bring me word, that I too may go and do him homage.” After
their audience with the king, they set out. And behold, the star that they had seen
at its rising preceded them, until it came and stopped over the place where the
child was. They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on entering the house they
saw the child with Mary his mother. They prostrated themselves and did him
homage. Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to
Herod, they departed for their country by another way.
The Gospel of the Lord.
PRAISE TO YOU LORD, JESUS CHRIST!

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all things visible and invisible. I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the
Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were made. For us
men and for our salvation he came down from heaven; and by the Holy
Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. For our sake
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death, and was buried,
and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom
will have no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the
Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. I
believe in one holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

